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1 BE I T  REMEMBERED t h a t  on ~ h u r s d a y ,  June 21, 

2 2007, a t  t h e  hour o f  4:02 p.m. o f  s a i d  day, a t    el ley 

3 ~ i d g e  count ry  c l u b ,  5 1 3 1  Royal Oaks D r i v e ,  o r o v i l l e ,  

4 c a l i f o r n i a ,  b e f o r e  me, MARY ANN WYLLIE, a c e r t i f i e d  

5 shorthand Repor te r ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  proceedings were had: 

6 , --000-- 

7 MR. RAMIREZ: F O ~  ks,  i f  you c o u l d  s t a r t  t a k i n g  

8 your  c h a i r .  ~ t ' s  4:00 o ' c l o c k  and we would l i k e  t o  

9 s t a r t .  ~f you can take  your c h a i r s  and we can g e t  t h e  

10 show on t h e  road and s t a r t  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  comments, 

11 we would ,apprec ia te  i t . 

12 Those o f  you t h a t  would l i k e  t o  speak be su re  

13 and f i l l  o u t  a speaker 's  card  so we can have you r  name 

14 and you can appear a t  t h e  podium and p rov ide  comments. I 

1 5  j u s t  saw 10 o r  1 5  people walk  th rough  t h e  door  and l e t ' s  

16 g i v e  them a second and then we w i l l  s t a r t .  

17 (pause i n proceedi ngs . ) 
18 MR. RAMIREZ: okay. I f  f o l k s  can t a k e  t h e i r  

19 seats we can s t a r t .  

20 F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  l e t  me thank  you a l l  f o r  showing 

2 1  up.  his i s  t h e  p u b l i c  meet ing f o r  t h e    raft 

22 ~ n v i r o n m e n t a l  Impact  Report p u t  o u t  by t h e  Department o f  

23 Water Resources f o r  Re l i cens ing  o f  t h e  o r o v i l l e  

what .we p l a n  t o  do t h i s  evening -- t h i s  
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af te rnoon i s  t o  r e c e i v e  comments f rom t h e  p u b l i c  and 

agencies on ou r    raft ~ n v i  ronmental Impact  Repor t .    hat 

r e p o r t  was i s s u e d  by t h e  Department severa l  weeks ago and 

mai led  t o  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  and made a v a i l a b l e  t o  

i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s .  There 's  cop ies  o f  i t  a t  t h e  B u t t e  

County ~ i b r a r y .  The re ' s  a  copy a t  t h e  O r o v i l l e  ~ i e l d  

~ i v i  s i o n  and we can make cop ies  a v a i l a b l e  t o  anybody who 

does n o t  y e t  have a  copy o f  t h e  document. 

so t h a t  i s  what we a r e  here t o  t a l k  about .  . I do 

want t o  thank you f o r  t a k i n g  t i m e  f rom your  busy 

schedules t o  h e l p  p r o v i d e  us comments. ~ t ' s  a  d r a f t  

document. we w i l l  r e c e i v e  your  comments. We w i l l  

address them and t h a t  shou ld  h o p e f u l l y  make o u r  document 

a  b e t t e r  p l a n n i n g  t o o l .  so once we r e c e i v e  comments we 

w i  11 , i n  f a c t ,  i ssue a  f i n a l  env i  ronmental document and 

then Barbarla ~ c ~ o n n e l l  here w i l l  e x p l a i n  how t h a t  i s  used 

i n  t h e  remainder o f  t h e  process. 

SO I see we do have, i n  f a c t ,  a  l o t  o f  

i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  We do have speaker cards  f o r  

those who have decided t h a t  t h e y  would l i k e  t o  p r o v i d e  

comments. ~f any o f  you do decide you would l i k e  t o  

p rov ide  comments, p lease f i l l  o u t  a  speaker c a r d  and then 

w a i t  f o r  your name t o  be c a l l e d .  

we do have a  c o u r t  r e p o r t e r  you w i l l  n o t i c e  a t  

t h a t  t a b l e  t h e r e  who i s  t r a n s c r i b i n g  a l l  t h e  comments. 
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That 's  part of the legal requirement f o r  t h i s  type of 

meeting. That t r ansc r ip t  w i l l  be made avai lable  l a t e r  

f o r  folks t h a t  might be in teres ted  i n  any of the  

discussions t h a t  takes place here today. 

AS a reminder, besides t h i s  public meeting., the  

Department i s  s o l i c i t i n g  writ ten comments from fo l  k s  t h a t  

a re  interested i n  the Draft Envi ronmental Impact Report 

and the end of the  comment period f o r  writ ten comments 

w i l l  be ~ u g u s t  20th and t h a t  i s  an extended da te .  

or iginal ly  we were going t o  have ~ u l y  20th as  the  cut-off 

period b u t  there  was a reasonable request f o r  an 

extension of the period. SO the  new deadline i s  now 

~ u g u s t  20th and you w i l l  f ind evidence of t h a t  amended 
< 

not3ce out on the f ront  desk along w i t h  other mater ials ,  

including a guide t o  the -- a guide t o  the n raft 

Envi ronmental Impact Report t h a t  you might f ind  useful . 
please feel f r e e  t o  make use of those mater ials ,  and 

hopefully the presentation t h a t  Barbara provides w i l l  

a1 so contribute t o  your know1 edge and understanding and 

allow you t o  make comments t h a t  you feel  are useful .  

~ u t  before I go too much fu r the r ,  l e t  me go 

ahead and formally introduce ourselves. AS I s a i d ,  I ' m  

~ i c k  ~ami rez .  I ' m  the  Program Manager fo r  the 

Relicensing Program. I ' ve  been involved i n  t h i s  f o r  a 

good s ix  or seven years now. I see a l o t y  of fami l ia r  
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1 faces t h a t  have p a r t i c i p a t e d  w i t h  us i n  t h i s  process 

2 r i g h t  here i n  t h i s  room over  t h e  l a s t  s i x  o r  seven years 

3 and so we do have a h i s t o r y  here and we a r e  g e t t i n g  near 

4 t h e  end o f  our  process and we t h i n k  we have a good 

5 document. 

6 seated n e x t  t o  me i s  Barbara ~ c ~ o n n e l l .  she 's  

7 t h e  c h i e f  o f  our  ~ i v i s i o n  o f  Envi  ronmental s e r v i c e s ,  as 

8 t h i s  i s  an env i  ronmental document. Barbara i s  a b l e  t o  

9 speak t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  Environmental  Impact  Report  

10 and she w i l l  go th rough  t h a t  i n  a few minutes here.  

11 ~ n d  on h e r  r i g h t  we have ward Tabor,  who i s  our  

12 A s s i s t a n t  c h i e f  counsel .  ~ e ' s  promised t o  g i v e  me a k i c k  

1 3  i n  t h e  ch ins  i f  I say any th ing  t h a t  doesn ' t  q u i t e  r i n g  

14 t r u e ,  so t h a t ' s  h i s  j o b  here  today.  

1 5  okay. So w i t h  t h a t ,  l e t  me go ahead and t u r n  i t  

16 over t o  Barbara so she can wa lk  us th rough  t h e  D E I R  and 

17 then eventual  1 y v e r y  q u i c k l y  we would 1 i ke t o  g e t  t o  t h e  

18 p u b l i c  comment p o r t i o n  and s t a r t  c o l l e c t i n g  p u b l i c  

19 comments. 

20 MS. McDONNELL: okay. Thank you. 

2 1  ~ ' m  go ing  t o  t r y  t o  go th rough t h i s  f a i r l y  

22 q u i c k l y  because we a c t u a l l y  a re  seeing more people than 

23 we a n t i c i p a t e d .  we do want t o  spend t ime  l i s t e n i n g  t o  

24 you and no t  l i s t e n i n g  t o  ourse lves  today ,  b u t  I d i d  want 

25 t o  p u t  t he  document i n t o  c o n t e x t .  ~t has been o u t  f o r  
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rev iew f o r  a month, and so I know many o f  you have 

probab ly  n o t  been ab le  t o  g e t  a l l  t h e  way th rough  t h e  

document b u t  I wanted t o  h e l p  p r o v i d e  a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  a 

guide t o  t h e  document t o  h e l p  o u t  i n  t h e  rev iew process.  

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  ou r  o f f i c i a l  scop ing  process was 

back i n  2001 and' we d i d  have meet ings -- scop ing  meet ings 

i n  october  o f  2001. Those t r a n s c r i p t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  on 

our  web s i t e  i f  you want t o  go back and l o o k  a t  t h e  

h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  E I R  process. 

  he l i c e n s e  a p p l i c a t i o n  was submi t ted  i n  2005 -- 

f i l e d  January o f  2005 and a t  t h a t  t i m e  DWR i n c l u d e d  a 

proposed a c t i o n  i n  t h a t  document a t  a p r e l  i m i  n a r y  d r a f t  

env i  ronmental assessment. That  p r o j e c t  d e s c r i  p t i  on was 

a c t u a l l y  more o f  a p laceho lde r  a t  t h a t  t i m e  because we 

were i n  se t t l emen t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  and many o f  you 

p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  those over  t h e  l a s t  seve ra l  years .  SO we 

d i d  meet our  1 icense a p p l i c a t i o n  dead1 i ne b u t  we d i d  

cont inue on w i  t h  s e t t l  ement d i  scuss i  ons . R i  c k  a1 1 owed us 

t o  us do t h a t  and i t  cu lminated  i n  March o f  2006 w i t h  t h e  

se t t lement  agreement which i s  t hen  f i l e d  w i t h  FERC and 

became the  new p r o j e c t  d e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  FERC'S use i n  

p repa ra t i on  o f  t h e  ~ n v i  ronmental Impact  s tatement  under 

~ e d e r a l  ~ a t i o n a l  Envi ronmental p o l i c y  Ac t ,  So FERC d i d  

re1 ease t h e i  r   raft Envi ronrnental Impact Statement l a s t  

september and what t h e y  ended up do ing  i s  i n c l u d i n g  
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3 as t h e i r  p r o j e c t  d e s c r i p t i o n  and t h e y  a l s o  had a  FERC 

l 

1 Appendix A o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  agreement which were FERC's 

2  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  ' process 

4  s t a f f  a l t e r n a t i v e  which had some changes t o  ~ p p e n d i x  A 

5 i tems.  

5 

' 

6  They a l s o  re leased a  F i n a l  EIS then a f t e r  t h e  

7  formal  comment p e r i o d  and t h a t  came a c t u a l l y  o u t  a  

8  work ing day be fo re  o u r  d r a f t  h i t  t h e  s t r e e t s  i n  May. so ; I: 
9  May 1 8 t h  t h e y  d i d  p u b l i s h  t h e  ~ i n a 1  E I S .  And, aga in ,  I' 

10 i t  -- t h e  proposed a c t i o n  was t h e  se t t l emen t  agreement I: 
11 Appendix A. And a l s o  t h e y  d i d  i n c l u d e  a  FERC s t a f f  I, 

14 our  Appendix A s e t t l e m e n t  agreement. 1; 
12 a l t e r n a t i v e  which was s i m i l a r  t o  what was i n  t h e  d r a f t  

13 b u t  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  and a c t u a l l y  a  l i t t l e  c l o s e r  t o  

1 5  ~ n d  then we d i d  re lease t h i s  D r a f t  E I R  on May I 

i 

16 21s t .  And I j u s t  want t o  ment ion a  l o t  o f  t i m e s  t h e  I: 
17 S ta te  w i l l  do a  j o i n t  E I R ,  E I S  w i t h  t h e i r  f e d e r a l  

18 pa r tne rs  b u t  w i t h  FERC i t  i s  a  l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  do 

19 t h a t  because o f  t h e  i ssues  they  address a re  a  nar rower  I 
20 scope o f t e n  than what we needed t o  address, so we dec ided I: 
2 1  t o  have a  separate and s l i g h t l y  de layed CEQA process  so I 
22 t h a t  we can capture  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  was i n  t h e  ~ e d e r a l  

23 E I S  process i n  our  process as w e l l .  so I w i l l  d e s c r i b e  a  

24 l i t t l e  b i t  more about t h a t .  

2  5 So then t h e   raft EIR i n c l u d e s  t h e  n o - p r o j e c t  
Page 9 
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1 whi ch i s  a  requ i  red  element i n  t h e  E I R .  And b a s i  c a l l  y  

2  t h e  "no-pro jec t "  means t h a t  we would g e t  a  new l i c e n s e  

3 and under those c o n d i t i o n s  we would cont inue o p e r a t i n g  

4 under our  e x i s t i n g  l i c e n s e  b u t  we a l s o  acknowledge t h a t  

5 we have agreed t o  some i n t e r i m  p r o j e c t s  and those  would 

6  cont inue and then  we a l s o  n e g o t i a t e d  w i t h  o f f i c i a l  
1 

7 w i l d l i f e  s e r v i c e  on conse rva t i on  measures t o  reduce ou r  

8  impacts on l i s t e d  t e r r e s t r i a l  species and those were a  

9 commitment t h a t  we made t h a t  we would do immedia te ly .  we 

10 have c a r r i e d  many o f  those ou ts .  And rega rd less  o f  t h e  

11 l i c e n s e ,  we have agreed t h a t  we would c a r r y  o u t  t hose  

12 conserva t ion  measures. So ou r  n o - p r o j e c t  i n c l  uded t h e  

1 3  , e x i  s t i n g  p1 us n o - p r o j e c t  p l u s  conse rva t i on  a c t i o n s  f o r  

14, t e r r e s t r i a l  l i s t e d  species.  

1 5  our  proposed p r o j e c t  i s  our  s e t t l e m e n t  

16 agreement, so i t  i n c l u d e s  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t ' s  i n  t h e  no 

17 p r o j e c t .  ~t adds our  e n t i r e  se t t l emen t  agreement w i t h  

18 a l l  t h e  appendixes and a l s o  t h e  b e s t  management p r a c t i c e s  

19 t h a t  reduced our  impacts on t h e  environment f o r  c a r r y i n g  

20 o u t  those se t t l emen t  i tems. And I should ment ion as p a r t  

2 1  o f  t h e  se t t l emen t  agreement, we a l s o  have t h e  h a b i t a t  

22 expansion agreement which i s  i n c l u d e d  as p a r t  o f  t h e  

23 proposed p r o j e c t  and i t  i s  re fe renced i n  the  s e t t l e m e n t  

24 agreement i t s e l f  . 
2  5 We a l s o  i n c l u d e d  t h e  FERC s t a f f  ~ l t e r n a t i v e  i n  
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t h e  .D ra f t  E I S  so we eva lua ted .  t h e  e f f e c t s  a g a i n s t  ou r  

proposed p r o j e c t  and t h e  no p r o j e c t .  so t h a t ' s  a l l  

i n c l u d e d  i n  chapter  5 o f  t h e  document. And a l s o  i f  you 

want t o  see how these a r e  d e f i n e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  you can 

go t o  chapter  3 o f  t h e  document where we d e f i n e  

no -p ro jec t ,  proposed p r o j e c t  and our  FERC S t a f f  

~l t e r n a t i v e .  

A l i t t l e  more d e t a i l  about our  proposed p r o j e c t .  

AS I s a i d  i t ' s  a  se t t l emen t  agreement. The s e t t l e m e n t  

agreement i n c l u d e d  severa l  d i f f e r e n t  i tems.  one i s  t h e  

Appendix A i t e m s  and those a re  t h e  FERC j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  

i t ems .  ~ ' m  go ing  t o  go over  those i n  more d e t a i l  i n  a  

moment. 

~ p p e n d i x  B i tems which a r e  c l o s e l y  assoc ia ted  

w i t h  Appendix A b u t  were n o t  s t r i c t l y  w i t h i n  FERC'S 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  b u t  we a r e  s t i l l i n g  commi t t ing  t o  i t  as p a r t  

o f  t h e  CEQA process t o  c a r r y  those ou ts .  The e c o l o g i c a l  

committee, and i t  d i d  d e t a i l  t h e  S t a t e  water Resources 

Con t ro l  ~ o a r d  c o l l  a b o r a t i v e  Process which a1 lowed them t o  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  se t t l emen t  d i  scuss i  ons w i t h o u t  be ing  

p r e d e c i s i  onal  on t h e i  r 401 c e r t i  f i  c a t i  on process. 

~t a l s o  i n c l u d e d  4(e) c o n d i t i o n s  from t h e  f o r e s t  

s e r v i c e ,  t h e  ~ a b i t a t  ~ x p a n s i o n  Program and b e s t  

management p r a c t i c e s  t o  min imize  e f f e c t s  on t h e  

env i  ronment f rom c a r r y i  ng o u t  these a c t i v i  ti es . ~ n d  then  
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a1 so ongoing ope ra t i ons  and mai ntenance o f  t h e  o r o v i  11 e  

f a c i l i t i e s .  That  d e f i n e s  our  proposed p r o j e c t .    hat's 

what we c a r r i e d  i n t o  t h e  impact  a n a l y s i s .  

A l i t t l e  b i t  o f  d e t a i  1. when we g o t  i n t o  t h e  

impact ana lys i s ,  we needed t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

p r o v i  s i  ons w i t h i n  t h e  se t t l emen t  agreement and t h e  

se t t lement  agreement was n e g o t i  a t e d  i n  severa l  ma jor  

p ieces . one o f  which were t h e  env i  ronmental p r o v i  s i  ons. 

~ n d  I know those o f  you who a r e  seated i n  t h e  back r e a l l y  

c a n ' t  see t h i s ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  a l l  d e t a i l e d  i n  t h e  document. 

we w i l l  p u t  t h i s  up so you can l o o k  a t  i t  d u r i n g  t h e  

break o r  a t  your  l e i s u r e  today.  But  our  env i ronmenta l  

p r o v i s i o n s  s t a r t  up a t  ~ a k e  o r o v i l l e  i t s e l f  w i t h  

f i s h e r i e s ,  h a b i t a t  improvements, p r o j e c t s  and a l s o  a  

commitment t o  c o n t i  nue t h e  co1 d  water  f i ' s h e r i  es s t o c k i  ng 

program. we've a1 s.0 committed t o  p o t e n t i  a1 wa te r  

temperature improvements. We a r e  go ing  t o  l o o k  a t  ways 

o f  accessing t h e  c o l d  water  poo l  i n  ~ a k e  o r o v i l l e  a t  a  

deeper e l e v a t i o n  t h a n  we c u r r e n t l y  can access i t  so t h a t  

we can b r i n g  t h a t  water  i n t o  t h e  Lower   eat her R i v e r  t o  

enhance f i s h e r i e s  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  - t h e  Lower Feather  R i v e r .  

o f  course, c a r r y i n g  o u t  any t y p e  o f  phys i ca l  a c t i o n  l i k e  

t h a t  w i l l  t a k e  severa l  years so as an i n t e r i m  measure we 

have committed t o  enhance f l o w s  and lower  water  

temperatures i n  t h e  LOW   low Channel t h a t  w i l l  h o p e f u l l y  
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1 improve i n  t h e  i n t e r i m  f i s h e r i e s  spawning, w e i r i n g  and li 
2 i n c u b a t i o n .  And those p a r t i c u l a r  measures a r e  a l l  

3  s p e l l e d  o u t  i n  t h e  se t t l emen t  agreement which i s  i n c l u d e d  

4  i n  t h e  envi  ronmental document. I- 
5  noth her i t e m  t h a t  we f e l t  c o l l e c t i v e l y  was v e r y  

6 impor tan t  i s  t h a t  we p r o v i d e  new management techn iques  

7 f o r  t h e    eat her R ive r  ~ i s h  Hatchery.  T h i s  i s  a  

8  commitment t o  prepare p lans  i n c l u d i n g  a  g e n e t i c  p l a n  so 

9 t h a t  we can manage t h e  sp r ing - run ,  f a l l - r u n  and s tee lhead  

10 p roduc t i on  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e  more i n  keeping w i t h  how 

11 hatche r ies  i n  c a l i f o r n i a  w i l l  be managed i n  t h e  n e x t  many - li 
12 years .  1. 
1 3  we have a l s o  committed t o  improve tempera ture  

14 c o n t r o l s  f o r  t h e    eat her R i v e r  ~ a t c h e r y  as w e l l .  I: 
1 5  o t h e r  i t ems  i n c l u d e  segregat ion  w e i r s  so t h a t  we 

16 can a l l o w  o u r  e a r l y  r e t u r n i n g  f i s h  which a re  o u r  

19 would b l o c k  them o f f  so t h a t  t h e y  had t h a t  h a b i t a t  f o r  

20 spawning and then  t h e  f a l l - r u n  would spawn below t h a t  

17 spr ing- run  salmon, a  f e d e r a l l y  l i s t e d  species,  t o  have 

18 access t o  t h e  upper and lower    eat her ~ i v e r  and t h e n  we 

21 spo t  so we c o u l d  ensure t h a t  t h e y  weren ' t  i n t e r b r e e d i n g  I. 

, 

24 t r y i n g  t o  keep t h e  sp r ing - run  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  f o r  t hose  I 

22 and which d e l u t e s  t h e  gene pool  f o r  t h e  s p r i n g - r u n  and i t  

23 causes them t o  be more l i k e  t h e  f a l l - r u n .  SO we a r e  

25 f i s h .  

' 
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I we have a  number o f  t e r r e s t r i a l  h a b i t a t  

improvements t h a t  deal  w i t h  many 1 i s t e d  species and 

w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  and those would be a t  t h e  w i l d l i f e  -- 

t h e  o r o v i l l e  w i l d l i f e  area,  t h e  A f t e r b a y  and t h e n  i n  t h e  

A f te rbay  a r e a .    here's a  v a r i e t y  o f  those d e a l i n g  w i t h  

water fowl  and wood duck boxes, t h a t  t ype  o f  t h i n g .  ~ o o d  

sources f o r  t h e  wa te r fow l  as w e l l .  

  not her major  s e t t l  ement a rea  was deal  i ng w i t h  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and t h i s  map i s  r e a l l y  

un-readable f rom your  vantage p o i n t ,  bu t  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  

r e c r e a t i o n  management p l  an i n c l u d e s  f u t u r e  a c t i v i  t i es, 

f u tu re  p r o j e c t s  t o  enhance r e c r e a t i o n  i n  a1 1 geograph ic  

areas i n c l u d i n g  around - Lake o r o v i l l e ,  i n  t h e  D i v e r s i o n  

pool ,  t h e    ore bay and ~ f t e r b a y  and i n  t h e  O r o v i l l e  

w i l d l i f e  area. SO t h e r e ' s  a  number o f  r e c r e a t i o n a l  

enhancements t h a t  have been agreed t o  as p a r t  o f  t h e  

se t t lement  . 
so a long w i t h  a l l  o f  those a c t i v i t i e s  we a l s o  

have been work ing  on c u l t u r a l  resources.  we have a  

h i s t o r i c  p r o p e r t i e s  management p l a n  i n  t h e  works and a l s o  

l a n d  use and a e s t h e t i c s  i ssues  such as screen ing  o f  

m a t e r i a l s ,  s to rage areas so t h a t  a e s t h e t i c a l l y  t h e  

o r o v i  11 e  f a c i  1  i ti es w i  11 match t h e  env i  ronment b e t t e r .  

NOW, again,  these a re  what de f i ned  t h e  

proposed -- t h e  proposed p r o j e c t .  The document i t s e l f  
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does n o t  make changes t o  these.  what i t  does i s  i t  

eva lua tes  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  c a r r y i n g  o u t  a l l  those measures 

on t h e  environment and a r e  t h e r e  adverse impacts on t h e  

env i  ronment f o r  c a r r y i n g  o u t  these p r o v i s i o n s .  SO we 

c a r r i e d  those i n t o  t h e  impact  a n a l y s i s  and we d e f i n e d  t h e  

impacts i n  these ways:   it her t h a t  resource ca tegory ,  

those a c t i v i t i e s  would have no impact  -- no adverse 

impact  on t h e  e n v i  ronment; b e n e f i  c i a 1  impact ;  1 ess than  

s i g n i f i c a n t  impact  o r  a  l e s s  t h a n  s i g n i f i c a n t  w i t h  

m i t i g a t i o n .  SO our  goal was t o  e i t h e r  have no impact ,  

b e n e f i c i a l  o r  a l l  t h e  way t o  l e s s  t h a n  s i g n i f i c a n t  w i t h  

m i  t i  g a t i  on. ~ n d  so each s e c t i  on has d e t a i  1 ed m i  t i g a t i  on 

measures i n c l u d e d  w i t h  i t  where those were r e q u i r e d  t o  

b r i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n t o  t h i  s  range. Basi  c a l l y  because 

these are  a1 1 env i  ronmental enhancements and r e c r e a t i o n a l  

improvements, p e r  se, t h e  p r o j e c t  has a  b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t  

b u t  obv ious l y  i n c o n s t r u c t i  ng r e c r e a t i o n  s i t e s  , p u t t i  ng 

w e i r s  i n  t h e  r i v e r ,  you a r e  g o i n g  t o  have adverse impacts 

on resources i n  terms o f  sho r t - t e rm c o n s t r u c t i o n .  So we 

d i d  p rov ide  -- I am going t o  use an example here.  one o f  

o u r  l i s t e d  spec ies  i n  t h i s  a rea  i s  t h e  ~ l d e r b e r r y  - 

~ o n g h o r n  Beet1 e  'and we have mapped t h e  h a b i t a t  which i s  

i n  b lue ,  and if you l o o k  a t  t h e  h a b i t a t  i t  i s  l a r g e l y  

a long  t h e  Lower Feather R i v e r  and obv ious l y  t h a t ' s  where 

we are  going t o  be doing a  l o t  o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  
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our  f i s h e r i e s  h a b i t a t  improvements. so  we d i d  see t h a t  

we were go ing  t o  be hav ing  adverse impacts on t h a t  l i s t  

o f  species and i t s  . h a b i t a t .  SO t h e n  i t  was incumbent 

upon us t o  work w i t h  t h e  ~ i s h  and w i l d l i f e  s e r v i c e s  t o  

devise m i t i g a t i o n  measures and immuniza t ion  measures and 

compensation measures t o  reduce those impacts t o  l e s s  

than  s i g n i f i c a n t .  SO we d i d  t h a t  f o r  each resource  

category and t h a t ' s  a l l  d e t a i l e d  i n  t h e  document. 

Other  areas o f  impact  t h a t  a r e  a l i t t l e  l e s s  

obvious i s  n o i s e  f rom, heavy equipment d u r i n g  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  phases and a1 so a i  r qua1 i t y  emi s s i  ons f rom 

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  equipment. SO we have t h e  management 

p r a c t i c e s  t o  reduce those t o  l e s s  t h a n  s i g n i f i c a n t  l e v e l s  

i n  t h e  document. 

okay. That  s o r t  o f  wraps up my summary o f  t h e  1 

document.  gain, where a r e  we i n  t h e  process? FERC d i d  

re lease t h e i  r ~ i n a l  E I S .  We a re  c i  r c u l a t i n g  t h e    raft 

E I R  c u r r e n t l y ,  we a r e  go ing  t o  be responding t o  t h e  

comments a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  comment p e r i o d  and p r e p a r i n g  a 

~i n a l  E I R  and DWR w i l l  then  c e r t i f y  a ~i n a l  E I R .  A t  t h a t  

t i m e  DWR w i l l  n o t  be making a p r o j e c t  d e c i s i o n  pe r  se 

because i t  i s n ' t  r e a l l y  r i g h t  f o r  a d e c i s i o n  by DWR, b u t  

we w i l l  hand i t  o f f  t o  t h e  S t a t e  water  Resources c o n t r o l  

~ o a r d  and t h e n  t h e y  w i l l  go th rough t h e  401 c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

process , ,wh ich  t h e y  need t o  do under fede ra l  l a w  f o r  FERC 
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before FERC can i s s u e  t h e  l i c e n s e .  So once t h e  Water 

~ o a r d  i s  done w i t h  t h e  401 c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  g i v e s  i t  t o  

FERC, FERC w i l l  t hen  i n c o r p o r a t e  a l l  terms and c o n d i t i o n s  

o f  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  make 'it t h e i r  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  on t h e  

l i c e n s e  when i t ' s  ready f o r  t h e  commission's d e c i s i o n .  

And, o f  course, we d o n ' t  have any c o n t r o l  over  t h a t  t i m e  

frame, b u t  we a r e  c e r t a i n l y  hop ing  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  move 

a long w i t h  due has te  t o  g e t  us our  l i c e n s e  as soon as t h e  

401 c e r t i f i c a t i o n  process i s  completed. 

Once we have t h e  l i c e n s e  f rom FERC, t h e n  DwR 

w i l l  be making a  dec i  si0.n based upon t h i s  E I R  process t o  

accept t h e  l i c e n s e  and c a r r y  o u t  t h e  l i c e n s e ,  implement 

t h e  l i c e n s e ,  go over  t h e  l i c e n s e  terms. So we w i l l  be 

making our d e c i s i o n .  we w i l l  a l s o  use t h i s  f o r  

compliance w i t h  t h e  c a l  i f o r n i  a  Endangered spec ies  ~ c t  . 
we w i l l  be ask ing  ~ i s h  and Game f o r  i t s  concurrence. I 

understand a  p e r m i t  f o r  t h e  s t a t e - l i s t e d  spec ies ,  and we 

a i s o  w i l l  use t h e  document f o r  some p r o j e c t  

implementat ion.  we do spend q u i t e  a  b i t  o f  t i m e  i n  t h e  

document t a l k i n g  about areas where we know enough about 

t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  se t t l emen t  agreement t h a t  we can 

i d e n t i f y  impacts a t  t h e  p r o j e c t - s p e c i f i  c  l e v e l  and then 

we would be a b l e  t o  c a r r y  those o u t  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  

environmental  rev iew.  There a r e  v e r y  few o f  those.  Most 

o f  t h e  areas i n  t h e  se t t l emen t  agreement a re  p lans  and 
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1 programs t h a t  a r e  l a r g e  and complex and w i l l  r e q u i r e  

2 f u r t h e r  env i ronmenta l  a n a l y s i s  a t  t h e  more 

3  a c t i v i t y - s p e c i f i c  l e v e l .  ~ u t  t h e r e  w i l l  be some -- we 

4 d i d  want t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be some p r o j e c t  

5 imp1 ementat i  on based upon t h i  s  env i  ronmental document 

6 a f t e r  t h e  l i c e n s e  issuance.  

7 And I t h i n k  ~ ' m  go ing  t o  end t h e r e  and t u r n  t h i s  

8 back over t o  ~ i c k .  

9 MR. RAMIREZ: okay. Thank you, Barbara.  

10 I n  a  n u t s h e l l  Barbara has desc r ibed  s i x  years  o f  

11 work and d i s c u s s i o n  and t e c h n i c a l  s t u d i e s  w i t h  many o f  

12 t h e  f o l k s  i n  t h e  audience and agencies t h a t  I d o n ' t  see 

13 represented here .  And much o f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  i s  on t h e  

Department 0 r o v i 1 l e  ~ e l i c e n s i n g  web s i t e .  And as I s a i d  

e a r l i e r  i t ' s  a l s o  summarized i n  many o f  t h e  handouts t h a t  

you saw as you f i r s t  walked i n  t h e  door.  SO I t h i n k  t h a t  

should h o p e f u l l y  g i v e  f o l k s  an overv iew o f  o u r  process.  

And as I say, t h e  document i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  seve ra l  

d i f f e r e n t  forms f o r  anyone t h a t  would l i k e  t o  read i t  i n  

depth.   he gu ide  t o  t h e  DEIR i s  o u t  t h e r e  as w e l l  t h a t  

may he lp  p o i n t  you t o  s p e c i f i c  areas t h a t  you a r e  

22 i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  ~ u t  as I say, t h e  purpose o f  t h i s  meet ing 

23 now i s  t o  s t a r t  c o l l e c t i n g  p u b l i c  comments o f  whatever 

24 na tu re  you b e l i e v e  w i l l  h e l p  us t u r n  t h i s  work i n t o  a  

25 f i n a l  document t h a t  i s  t hen  p a r t  o f  t h e  record .  
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As ~ a r b a r a  ment ioned t h e  S t a t e  water Resources 

Cont ro l  Board w i l l  be i s s u i n g  a water  q u a l i t y  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  and a t tached  t o  t h a t  may be terms and 

cond i t i ons  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  CEQA a n a l y s i s .  So your  

comments w i l l  he lp  shape t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  process once 

FERC rece ives  t h a t  water  qua1 i t y  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f rom t h e  

c o n t r o l  Board then FERC w i l l  be i n  a pos i  t i , on  t o  i s s u e  a 

f i  n a l  1 i cense, f rom t h e  Department ' s p e r s p e c t i v e ,  

h o p e f u l l y  a l i c e n s e  t h a t  r e f 1  e c t s  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  

agreement t h a t  we have a11 worked on. 

so w i t h  t h a t  l e t  me go ahead and open up t h e  

p u b l i c  comment p o r t i o n .  I do have a number o f  cards,  

about 20 cards,  f rom f o l k s  t h a t  have f i l l e d  o u t  a speaker 

card.  ~ ' m  go ing  t o  assume t h a t  w i l l  g i v e  us perhaps f o u r  

t o  f i v e  minutes per  speaker.  I ' v e  go t  a fancy  l i t t l e  

system here t h a t  t e l l s  me when t h a t  t ime  i s  up, b u t  t h e  - 

r e a l i t y  i s  I t h i n k  we can s e l f - p o l i c e  ourse lves .  I d o n ' t  

p l a n  on yanking anybody w i t h  a hook. ~f you've g o t  

19 something t o  say, c e r t a i n l y  we want t o  hear i t .  

20 ~ n d  as another  reminder t h e  w r i t t e n  comments, o f  

2 1  course, a r e n ' t  due u n t i l  ~ u g u s t  20 th .  so t h e r e  a r e  

22 severa l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  you t o  make your v iews known. 

23 NOW, ~ ' r n  go ing  t o  go ahead and s t a r t  c a l l i n g  

24 speakers up, what I would l i k e  t o  do i s  c a l l  each 

1 25 speaker. we've g o t  a podium here s e t  up here f o r  you. I 
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